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Course Outline

The Grade 9 Social Studies Program consists of two general outcomes 
within the larger outcome called Canada: Opportunities and Challenges.

The program focuses on citizenship, identity and quality of life and how they
are impacted by political and legislative processes in Canada. The role of 
economic systems in Canada and the United States will also be examined.



General Outcome 9.1: Issues for Canadians: Governance and Rights.
               General Outcome 9.2: Issues for Canadians: Economic Systems in Canada and the United States.


Outcomes at a Glance:

General Outcome 9.1
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Issues for Canadians: 
Governance and Rights.


You will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how Canada’s
political processes impact citizenship and identity in an attempt to 
meet the needs of all Canadians. 

		       General Outcome 9.2 
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         Issues for Canadians: Economic Systems in Canada and
                                    the United States.



You will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how economic decision making in Canada and the United States impacts quality of life, citizenship and identity.

In order to allow opportunities for you to engage in current affairs, issues and concerns of a local nature, the program of studies provides the flexibility to include these topics within the time allotted for Social Studies. 

Curriculum Objectives:

Social Studies 9 course content will follow the guidelines set forth by 
Alberta Learning in the Social Studies Program of Studies.  In conjunction 
with Alberta Learning guidelines, the curriculum goals of the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) will be followed.  The 
IBMYP fundamental concepts of Intercultural Awareness, 
Communication and Holistic View of Knowledge will be facilitated by 
Five areas of interaction:



1. Approaches to Learning
1. Community and Service
1. Human Ingenuity
1. Environment
1. Health and Social Education

You will engage knowledge and content of Social Studies 9 through these areas of interaction.  You will be expected to journal and reflect on their learning making connections between these areas of interaction and their learning experience.

At the completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate skills in the following areas:

	
Skills/Process
	
Benchmarks for Grade 9

	Critical thinking and creative thinking
	Determine the validity of information based on context, bias, source objectivity, evidence or reliability to broaden understanding of a topic or an issue.

	Historical thinking
	Analyze selected issues and problems from the past, placing people and events in a context of time and place

	Geographic thinking
	Interpret thematic maps to analyze economic and political issues

	Decision making and problem solving
	Take appropriate actions and initiative when required, in decision making and problem solving scenarios.

	Cooperation, conflict resolution and consensus building
	Demonstrate leadership in groups, where appropriate, to achieve consensus and resolve conflicts peacefully and equitably

	Age appropriate behaviour for social involvement
	Develop leadership skills by assuming specific roles and responsibilities in organizations, projects and events within their community.

	Research and information
	Reflect on changes of perspective or opinion based on information gathered and research conducted.

	Oral, written and visual literacy
	Communicate in a persuasive and engaging manner through speeches, multimedia presentations and written and oral reports, taking particular audiences and purposes into consideration.

	Media literacy
	Examine techniques used to enhance the authority and authenticity of media messages






Student Evaluation:     [image: j0213223]


The final grade is a cumulative mark derived from exams, quizzes, projects and in-class assignments. It is an average of all grades. This is worth 75%. The Provincial Achievement Test or yearend final exam will be worth 25%.  Each report period will provide an up to date rating of student performance.

Exams and Quizzes 					50%
Projects and In-Class Assignments		50%

Total Term Grade					100%

There are three terms adding up to 75% of the final grade.  There will be no midterm exam. The final exam is worth 25% of the final grade.

Mr. Bryson’s Expectations
1. Be on time and ready for class with all necessary supplies, which include a binder, textbook, pens, pencils, erasers, highlighters, enough lined paper etc. Don’t expect to borrow things!
2. All homework will be checked for full completion (i.e. if ten questions are assigned, ten questions are expected to be completed). Even if you do not understand a question, you are expected to try and put something down. If a pattern exists where homework is not completed fully, consequences will occur.
3. Review for quizzes and exams. If you are absent on a day of a quiz or exam, expect to write it the next day you are back.
4. All work is to be submitted by the assigned due date unless for unforeseen circumstances in which I will provide a second due date. Failure to submit work by the assigned due date will result in consequences. 
5. If you are absent the day an assignment is due, your assignment will be due the next day you are back. 
6. Don’t assume that if you are away when an assignment was handed out that you don’t have to do it. You will have to do it for the next day!  
7. Use agenda wisely. No access to lockers or washroom if you do not have your own agenda.
8. Make sure you put your first and last name on all assignments received and wished to be graded for a mark. Date the assignment as well with the date it is currently on that day. Use blue or black ink.
9. Wasting class time will result in poor work habits.
10. Work to the best of your abilities by paying attention in class and asking questions where necessary.
11. Typed work will be accepted. Please spell check to ensure no errors. Marks will be deducted for errors.
12. Have a great year!


Student

I ______________________________ have read the course outline and have a clear understanding of the expectations for my son/daughter in Social Studies.

Signature_____________________________





Parent/Guardian
I ______________________________ have read the course outline and have a clear understanding of the expectations for my son/daughter in Social Studies.

Signature_____________________________



Any questions, please call 780-484-2434.

Thank you,
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